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SOME QUERIES, ETC. 



Question. What is the true Church ? 

Answer. The true Church is composed of all those who 
are sanctified in Christ Jesus. (1 Cor. i. 2 ; Acts ii. 47 ; Eph. 
V. 26, 26, 27.) 

Q. By what means are any made members of the Church 
of Christ ? 

A. By spiritual baptism, which means spiritual washing or 
cleansing from the defilements of the flesh and of Satan. 
(1 Peter iii. 21; Matt. iii. 11, 12; Acts viii. 13 and 18 to 
23 ; Eph. V. 26j 27.) 

Q. Are any made members of the Church who have not 
undergone this baptism ? 

A. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, but 
he that believeth not shall be condemned. (Mark xvi. 16.) 

Q. Are any fit subjects for this baptism who do not 
believe ? 



•4 



A. It appears to have been essential for those who re- 
ceived the benefits of Christ in his outward appearance, that 
they should believe in him and in his power. Those who 
came to Christ to be healed believed in his power or they 
would not have come, and therefore it is said their faith 
saved them. (See Matt. viii. 13 ; xv. 28 ; Mark v. 25 to 36 ; 
ix. 23, 24 ; X. 62 ; Luke v. 12 ; vii. 60 ; xvii. 19 ; xviii. 42.) 
John is full of testimony to the efficacy of faith. 

Q. What is faith ? 

A. It is an inward resting of the soul upon God, whereby 
it confides in his power, believes in his commands, and is 
made sensible of his love. (Heb. xi.) See also passages 
quoted above. •^ 

Q. How is faith wrought in the he^H^eeing men are by 
nature dead, and incapable of saving (In iniii Tilly (Jer. xiii. 
28 ; 1 Cor. xv. 22 ; Rom. v. 12.) ^ ^, 

A. God, who delighteth not in the death of him that dieth, 
is pleased to visit all men with a sense of his mercy and of 
their own dark condition, and at such times gives them power 
to believe in him ; and this is the drawing of the Father to the 
Son. (John vi. 44, 45, 66 ; Rom. ix! 16 ; Eph. ii. 8.) 

Q. What are men to do, when they are made sensible of this 
.drawing of the Father? 



A. They are to cease to torn afray, and in this potrer that 
is given them are to believe on him whom Grod hath sent. 
(Acta zvi. 25-84.) 

Q. How and where are they to find him ? 

A. He hath given him a light to enlighten the gentiles. 
The life was the light of men. It is said of Christ, " in 
Him was life and the life was the light of men." (John i. 
viii. 12.) 

Q. Then men are to believe in the lifey in that which en- 
lightens their understandings? (John xii. 44, 45, 46.) 

A. Yes. 

Q. Then what of his outward appearance. Do not many 
Buppose if they believe in that, they have tme faith in 
Christ? 

A. Many suppose that a mere acknowledgment of the 
truths declared respectbg Christ, is faith in Christ; yet 
are there many who receive these things as true who are 
Dot healed of their inward corruptions and sins. (Acts viii. 
13-24.) 

Q, Is then faith in Christ chiefly with respect to that which 
made Him different from other men ? 

A. It appears by hia own words that it was expedient 
that he should go away (John xvi. 7), as to his outward 
appearance, that so the attention of his followers might Ite 
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directed to the Comforter, which in another place he explains 
as his coming again unto them (John xiv. 18-28), in which 
appearance he is said to reprove the world of sin and of 
righteousness and of judgment. (John xvi. 7, 8, &c.) 

Q. Then our faith in him is to be as he is a reprover 
and a judge, as he is exalted to be a prince and a saviour ? 

A. This is the light in which the Apostles held him up 

(Acts ii. 32, &c. ; v. 31, &c.) ; and these characters he has 

by virtue of his divinity and his oneness with the Father. 

•* • 

Q. Are we then to tave no respect to his outward ap- 
pearance ? 

A. Those who believe in him truly, must have, reverence 
for every manifestation of Christ which may be made to them, 
and are bound to own it.* 

Q. Is the knowledge of this outward manifestation^ as con- 
tained in the Scriptures, essential to salvation ? 

A. If this were absolutely needful to salvation, it would 
cut off all the heathen, deaf and dumb persons, infants, &c., 
who have not been favoured with it. (Acts x. 34, 35.) 



* The Apostles constantly referred in their preaching to Jesns of Naia* 
reth who was crucified by the Jews, as to him that was to bring salvation. 
(Acta ii. 22, &c. ; iii. 13, &c. ; iv. 10, &c., Ac.) The whole book of Acts is 
full of testimony on this subject, showing that Jesus was the Christ, the 
Anointed. 



Q. What benefit then is the declaration of Christ's outward 
appearance to those who know of it ? 

A. It affords evidence of a wonderful kind, of the goodness 
and mercy of God ; for what greater testimony could be given 
us, of the goodness of our heavenly Father, than the sending 
of his own Son into the world to assure us of it, and to die 
for us ? " He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him 
up for us all, how shall he not with him also, freely give us 
all things!" (Rom. viii. 32.) 

Q. Then it is a great source of consolation, to have the 
Scriptures of truth, and their testimony respecting Christ's 
outward 'appearance ? 

A. They were written for our learning, that we through 
patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope. 

(Bom. XV. 4.) 

> 

Q. Are they of no use to any but such as have faith ? 

A. They are a testimony to Christ, and as such to be re- 
ceived by all, and are profitable to all so far as they are 
received and owned. (2 Tim. iii. 16, 17.) 
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